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Just Epmm:_m several’ ‘hundred -
- semi trucks dumping sand into the.
Kankakee River’s- Six Mile Pool

.-between Aroma, Park and the dam
mw Kankakee. -

_Hrmw ‘helps visualize the amotnt

" aniyunted to over 1.3 million tons.
Most of that load continued on

downstream biit by the best esti--

. nates the amount left behind in

Six Mile Pool could bury the boat

nEBP iarina and surrounding -

~area along the river at Beckman
Park several mmmﬁ mmmw if Emomm on

"shore.

. Now HBmmEm waﬁmmmmm more
* gemis - all overflowing with loads
of dirt and. sand — waiting to’

unload all along the river.
It'’s not imagination; That’s ou.q a

fraction of the sand already here, -

. according to the Uniied States Geo-
.- logical Survey.

And, the mxﬁmoﬂﬁou of more on

the way is based on hard facts.
- Just-downstream from the dam

at Kankakee, J.R..Black kneelsin a

deep sand “beach” blanketing the
gravel and hard clay surface of Fish-
erman’s Park.
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A blrd’s’ eye view of the
. Kankakee River

“This wasn’t here just a few
"months ago,” Black said.as he
scooped his hands into sand well
over a foot deep and wondered
what is happening to the river’s
fragile ecosystem just offshore.: =

“We have to find out “what mm.mﬁ,

this’ sand is having on the river

. dowmsiream from the dam,’ said
Black, who chairs the Kankakee

. River Basin Partnership. -

- Farther east, those who care for
.&_m upper Wmuwm.wmm Eﬁw echo
Black’s concern. .

““What happens ﬁo us Wmnm in.

Indiana affects wmoEm who live
along ‘the river in Illinois,” said
Q.En_mm Daube. of ‘Walkerton, Fmi
during’a tour’of levees damaged:
during the severe storms of January
and m.mwmdmﬂw .

Heavy rains and 53738&
flows along the Kankakee, Yellow
‘and. Iroquois: rivers: damaged. four

major levees in’ Indiana and trig-. -
‘gered floods that @msmmmm. 771

- homes ‘and businessés in Huopzoﬁ
- County and over 175 properties in
Kankakee County. .

With the floodwaters came a new

“wave of sediments that has washed

into the Kankakee River. Its evi-
dence can. be seen at Fisherman's
Park- and all along the shoreline
~downstream through the Wmnwm,w@m
River State Park.

- ‘Sediment movement in the

Kankakee River has become a-
. growing concern for both state.and -
- federal agenciesin recent years.

Researchers with the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers'at Rock

Island are finalizing the most
- comprehensive look at how: sedi-

- ments-meove through ﬁw.w Kanka-

- kee Wﬁmm_ Basin.

See gﬁ. Page A3

Kankakee
River Basin
. Drains a 5,165- :

square-mile area that
includes five counties -
in Hinecis, 13 in Indi-
ana and a small por-
tion of Berrien County
in southwestern
Michigan.

s The Kankakee water-
shed drains 2,019
square miles in Ni-
nois, including Bomﬁ of
Kankalkee and Iro--
quois counties and

, Foré and

<m§___o oo::gmo.

¢ ..:6. ‘Kaikakee River

is roughly 150 milasg

. _osm in an area that
is horfie to more

. . than 250,000

pecple, according
to the latest U.S.
Census Bureau data.

.1..?.“2 to the drainage

of the 400,000-acre
Grand Kankakee

K Marsh, the river

meandered along a
260-mile course
across northwestern
Indiana and -north-
eastern illinois.

¢ The Kankakee falls

more than 5 feet umw :

mile from Momence
through the Kanka-

kee River State Park.”

By comparison the.,
Iroguiois falls only six:

- “inches per mile over

its lower 80-mile run.
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 “We have been conducting some ...’

surveys over the past year from the
Yellow River all the way downstreain
‘along theé Kankakee,’” said project
manager Brad: Thompson. “There’s
no doubt that the Yellow is a signifi-
cant source of sedimentation in the
Kankakee River. S

sy

- “This study will give us an-updated
sediment budget for: the Kankakee
and will include earlier research by

state and federal agencies.” Thomp- .

son expects a public review of the

- report will be held sometime this

fall.

"Studies conducted by the USGS
between 1993 and 1995 calculated
that more than 2 million tons of sus-
pended sediment — approximately
390 tons a day — washed through
the Kankakee River gauge at Wilm-
ington during that two-year period.

Additional studies'in'1999'by-the
Hlinois State Water Survey. showed
that the boating pool between
Aroma Park and the Kankakee dam'
had Tost “over 13 percent of its total
volume between 1978.and 1999,
according to researcher Nani
Bhowmnik, who had spent decades
studying sediment movement in'the
Kankakee River. SR

Still, such research only seems:to

confirm what most who live along:

the river already know, that the
 Kankakee carries a heavy sand bed

%

" sediment. .
. The bed load produces the sand-
bars, islands and shoreline deposits

geen along the river. Suspended sed-
iments are also deposited along the

- way, but most of that load washes on

throngh to empty into the Illinois
River west of Wilmington.
" “We can expect to see more fre-

. quent flooding as the main' channel

fills in,” Black said.




