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Kankakee alone discharges
872,000 tons of sediment annual-
ly. That amount, equivalent to

43,600 semi-trailer loads, nearly.
equals the sediment carried by -

the DesPlaines, Mazon and Fox
rivers combined.

Solutions the Corps is consid-.

ering for controiling sediments
on the Illinois River and Peoria

Lakes are also seen as answers.
to the Kankakee’s sand bed load..

In-stream structures are now’
seen as ways to direct the riv-,

er’s flow and control where sedi-

mentation occurs. “Rather than ..
dredging, we can make the sand

move with the force of the riv-

er,” explains Jim Mick of the Illi- -
nois Department of Natural

Resources,

Several types of the man—.-_
: made structures trigger island--

building in the river that, in turn,

dictates where sediments are

deposited. .
It’s one plan under consider-
ation by DNR and the Corps for

¢+ removing a massive sandbar at’ .

the staie line.
That sandbar is one of the rea-
sons DBhowmik says

river is losing capacity.

“This sandbar is reforming
every year or two. The one we
' | found in 1999 and the one we
|{ studied in 1980 are completely
i1 different. The *9% one is larger,”
{1 Bhomik says, calculating its size
at 8,550 cubic yards, an amount
equal to 280 semi loads.

Because it dissipates and re-:
forms at regular intervals —

i much like the workings of a Lava
Lamp — the state line sandbar
sends huge waves of sediment
downstream toward Kankakee.
In fact, according to J. R.
Black, chairman of the Kanka-
. kee River Basin Partnership, the
. Corps estimates the state line

- The section has sandbar islands |

_ something that the Corps be-
‘Heves can also be accomphshed

- expected next year with con-

the .
Momence Wetlands section of:-

area alone confains between
130,000 and 150,000 cubic yards of
sand. That would equal a volume
of 8,500 semi truckloads.
Evidence that the Corps’ is-
land-building scheme may work
is also found in Bhowmik’s study - :
of the river between Momence !

.and Aroma Park.

The area, containing some of *
the river's largest islands, has :
remained comparatively stable
he said. =

“We found the sediment rate il
is siower there, a very slow rate,

but the bed tf the river is most- .|
1y rock and it has a steeper slope. |
The flow rate is the same as the
other two areas, but the veloci- . ;
ty of the river.is- hlgher
Bhowmik explamed Moo
The increased velomty causes;
the .river to scour sand away;

with man-made devices. i

“They will have to be deSLgned g
so they don't cause additionai :
flooding,” Mick said adding that
such structures are already in
common use around the nation.

Mick says funding a feasibili--/
ty -study of ‘such projects is

struction likely to begin w1th1n
the next two years.

“We are in a much beiter po-
sition to do something now than
we were in the 1980s,” says
Bhowmik, who has seen the
Kankakee River decline over the
past 30 years.

“Right now there are three.
major activities going on,” he
said, referring to the Corps’ ba-
sin-wide study and aquatic eco-
system restoration project on
the Kankakee and the Ilinois:
River Basin study, which in-3
cludes watershed restoration on
major tributaries.

“We now have all this data to:
make deecisions for the river. Ac-|
tion is being taken and thmgsi
are moving forward.”




