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> Momence wetlands pl‘Q] ect
not ehmmated by Corps

By Bl Byrns '
Journal writer

It seems that a Corps of Engi-
- neers manager in Chicago mis-

spoke Thursday when she includ-

ed a small state Hne wetland
- restoration
Momence in the demise of the -
Corps’ Kankakee River Basin

project  near

Study.

It now seems that planmng for
the 200-plus- acre - wetland
restoration is stili alive and
being managed by the Corps’
Rock Island District.

- “We are recommending clos-

ing out the (overall) feasibility

study and wrapping it up,” con-
firmed Jenni Smith, who is man-
aging the bi-state river basin
study for the- Corps’ Chicago
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District.
What engineers found fallmg

their cost-benefit test was sand-

removal-from the main channel
of the river at the state line,
Camie Knollenberg, manager
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. north bank of the river just wes

" to allow flood water to enter the

‘Thursday stems from the fac

of the state line restoration, con
firmed late Thursday that Roc
Island is stiil exploring the feasi
bility of that projeet.

The Momence Wetlands site i
still seen as a strategic beach:
head for a new wetland tha
would help alieviate floodin,
and curb some sediment enter
ing Illinois.

A year ago the Kankake
River Conservation District use
$445050 in state Conservatior
2000 funds to, purchase 215 acre
of land from Jack Nelson. Th
district had previously acquire
67 acres nearby for the wetlan
project.

The property is lucated on th

of Lazy Living Resort.
Plans call for an open channe,

wetland, gradually deposit its
load of sediment and return tc
the main channel via an outﬂow
farther downstream.

Fishery Biologist Jim Mick
says the project will create addi
tional wildlife habitat and h
control flooding.

In part Smith’s confusion

that three different offices of the
Corps of Engineers share
responsibilities for the Kanks-
kee River Basin. The Ro
Isiand District includes most of
the river in Illinois while the !




