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Appendix A. Public Involvement Activities 

As noted in Chapter 1, many of the mitigation activities that were reviewed, and some 
that were recommended, require the cooperation of residents, businesses, and property 
owners to be effective. Because the public is important to the solution, it was involved in 
the mitigation planning effort. The public was kept abreast of developments through 
newspaper articles and the County’s website. These efforts continually asked for input 
via the Mitigation Advisory Task Force and the website. 

A.1. Mitigation Advisory Task Force 

The Regional Planning Commission and its advisory task force included many non-
government representatives. The Commission itself is composed of sixteen plan 
commissioners, thirteen of whom are not governmental employees or elected officials.  

The Task Force was composed primarily of County staff and municipal representatives 
(who represent the residents of their communities).  

During the Summer of 2013 the Advisory Task Force held three meetings to discuss 
issues and review draft chapters of the Plan. Each meeting was publicized in accordance 
with County public meeting rules and posted on the County’s website (see page A-11). 
The public was always invited to attend. 

  Date    Topics 
June 21 Organize, Goals, property protection, emergency management, flood   
                        control  
July 12 Hazard analysis, goals Preventive measures, public information                       
                        activities, Action plan 

July 23 Public input, final plan
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A.2. Newspaper Coverage 
 
A news release was issued at the beginning of the planning process and was covered by 
local newspapers.  
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A.3. Website 

The Planning Department established a mitigation planning page on the County’s website 
(http://planning.k3county.net/hmplan2013.html). It included an overview of the process, 
the members of the Mitigation Advisory Task Force, the schedule of Task Force 
meetings, and (after it had been reviewed by the Task Force) the draft plan.  

The website also had a survey whereby people could submit information on their 
experiences with natural hazards and could offer suggestions for mitigation activities. 
Even though this was publicized, few took advantage of it. Excerpts from the website are 
included here. 
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A.4. Public Meeting 

On July 23, 2013, the Task Force held a public meeting to hear comments on the draft 
Natural Hazards Mitigation Plan.  

A.5. Survey Results 

To gather public input on hazard mitigation activities, the Planning Department created 
an online survey for citizens to complete.  The survey was available for over a month and 
81 responses were received.  Below is a synopsis of those responses. 

Question 1: Please indicate your age. – 17.28% were 18 to 30, 16.05% were 31 to 40, 
27.16% were 41 to 50, 20.99% were 51 to 60, and 18.52% were 60 and over. 

Question 2: Gender. – 45.68% were male, and 54.32% were female. 

Question 3: Please indicate what area of Kankakee County you live in. -  The largest 
number of respondents were from unincorporated Kankakee County (21) and the Village 
of Bourbonnais had the next highest with 19.  In third was the City of Kankakee with 11.  
The rest were scattered throughout the County. 

Question 4: If you answered unincorporated Kankakee County for question 3, which 
township do you live in?  - The largest number of respondents were from Limestone 
Township (6) followed by Aroma and Bourbonnais Townships with 5 each. 

Question 5: How long have you lived in the County? – The majority of respondents have 
lived in the county more than 20 years (70.37%). 

Question 6: Have you been impacted by a natural hazard in the last 5 years while living 
or working in Kankakee County?  Most respondents indicated that they had been impact 
by natural hazards in the last 5 years in some fashion. 

Question 7: Please rank how prepared you feel you and your household are for the 
probable impacts of natural hazard events. – Most respondents felt they are prepared. 

Question 8: Why do you think you are prepared for the probable impacts from natural 
hazards? – The majority of respondents indicated that locally provided news and media 
information made them prepared for natural hazards (77.27%). 

Question 9: In the past 10 years, which of the following natural hazard events have you 
or someone in your household experienced within Kankakee County? – Severe storms ice 
storms, drought / excessive temperatures, and property flooding top the list. 

Question 10: Information on the impacts of and how to prepare for a natural disaster can 
be disseminated to the public in various ways.  Of the methods, please identify the top 3 
ways which would be most effective. – Television, radio, and newspaper were the top 3 
responses. 
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Question 11: Are you currently signed up for Kankakee County’s text alert system. – 
52.5% of the respondents indicated that they subscribe to the system. 

Question 12: Do you currently have any of the following disaster and emergency plans 
and procedures in place. –  41% said their home has an emergency plan, 47% said their 
workplace had an emergency plan.  28% have a disaster supply kit in their home and 17% 
have a disaster supply kit in their workplace.  84% stated they know how to shelter in-
place in their home and 38% know how to shelter in-place at their workplace.  55% know 
evacuation routes from their homes and 41% know evacuation routes from their 
workplace. 

Question 13: Is you property located in a designated floodplain? – 69.44% stated “no” 
and 25% were not sure. 

Question 14: Do you have flood insurance? – 93% said “no”. 

Question 15: If you do not have flood insurance, what is the primary reason? – “My 
home is not in the floodplain” was the main answer (47.37%). 

Question 16: Did you consider the impact a natural disaster could have on your home 
before you purchased / moved into your home? – 55% stated they did not consider 
natural disaster when purchasing their homes. 

Question 17: Would the disclosure of this type of information influence your decision to 
purchase / move into a home? – 77% stated that it would. 

Question 18: If your property were located in a designated “high hazard” area, or had 
received repeated damage from a natural hazard event, would you consider a “buy out”, 
elevation of the structure, or relocation offered by a public agency? – 81% indicated yes 
for this question. 
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